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From our vantage point in Toronto, a city where dialogue and diversity are the bedrock of our society, we have 
observed with keen interest the much-anticipated meeting between US President Donald Trump and his Russian 
counterpart, Vladimir Putin, in Anchorage, Alaska. The world held its breath, and now, it lets out a collective, if 
not a sigh of disappointment, at the summit's anti-climactic conclusion. A ceasefire in Ukraine, the ultimate prize, 
remains as elusive as ever. The much-vaunted "dealmaker" and the wily Russian leader have left Alaska with a 
joint statement but no tangible agreement, no firm commitments, and, most tellingly, no questions answered. 

This outcome is a deeply sobering one. It casts a long shadow over the efficacy of top-level diplomacy when it is 
untethered from a clear, shared purpose. While President Trump's team may have framed this as a "listening 
exercise," the reality is that the summit was a test of his ability to deliver on a vital campaign promise to end the 
war swiftly. The lack of a deal is a direct concession of failure. For a leader who defines himself by his ability to 
make deals, this summit, by all accounts, has left a noticeable dent in his reputation both at home and on the 
international stage. His repeated assertion that "there's no deal until there's a deal" is nothing more than a retreat 
from the lofty expectations he set. 

Vladimir Putin, on the other hand, appears to have emerged from this encounter with a quiet but significant 
victory. For him, the summit was not about concessions but about optics. By meeting the leader of the world's 
most powerful nation on American soil in a state once known as "Russian America," Putin secured a moment in 
the geopolitical limelight he has been denied since he invaded Ukraine. He got the red-carpet treatment without 
having to give anything in return. The sheer choreography of the event, with Putin speaking at length first and the 
leaders exiting without taking questions, was a display of calculated dominance. It was a clear signal that the 
Russian President, far from being isolated, is back at the center of global affairs. 

For Ukraine, the situation is a paradoxical mix of relief and renewed anxiety. Monitoring the Trump-Putin meeting 
correctly points out that Kyiv will be relieved that no backroom deal was struck at their expense. Ukrainians have 
seen countless promises broken by Russia, and any agreement this summit would have been met with deep 
skepticism. Yet, the summit's failure to compel Russia towards a ceasefire is a terrifying prospect. Putin's 
continued insistence on the "root causes" of the conflict, as noted by Shevchenko, is Kremlin-speak for his 
unwavering objective: the dismantling of Ukraine as an independent state. The lack of progress in Anchorage, 
following a succession of Western threats that never materialized, may be perceived by the Kremlin as a green 
light to continue its brutal assault. 

The most pressing question now hangs in the air, unanswered by the two leaders: what happens next? Will 
President Trump follow through on his threats of "severe consequences"? His non-committal response to a 
friendly interviewer, promising to consider sanctions in "two or three weeks," is hardly the decisive action the 
world was hoping for. It leaves room for continued uncertainty and a worrying lack of resolve. 

Ultimately, this summit underscores a fundamental disconnect between the diplomatic posturing and the brutal 
reality on the ground. A deal was not made because the fundamental gap between the two sides, Ukraine's right 
to sovereignty versus Russia's imperial ambition, remains as wide as ever. From our perch in Toronto, we must 
continue to advocate for genuine de-escalation and the revival of meaningful diplomatic channels. As a nation 
with deep ties to Europe and a commitment to global peace, Canada understands that the path forward cannot be 
paved with vague promises and unfulfilled summits. The time for a clear, unified, and resolute strategy is now, 
before the current lack of progress is seen as a de facto green light for more devastation. 


