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INTRODUCTION

Mian Shahbaz Sharif, a distinguished Pakistani politician and businessman, has significantly contributed to the
nation’s development, particularly during his tenure as the Chief Minister of Punjab and as the Prime Minister of
Pakistan.

EARLY LIFE AND POLITICAL CAREER

Mian Shahbaz Sharif, born on September 23, 1951, in Lahore, originates from a prominent political family. His elder
brother, Nawaz Sharif, served multiple terms as the Prime Minister of Pakistan, thereby enhancing Shahbaz’s
political prominence. Shahbaz commenced his political career in the late 1980s, swiftly establishing a reputation as
a proficient administrator.

DEVELOPMENT INITIATIVES IN PUNJAB

Mian Shahbaz Sharif’s tenure as the Chief Minister of Punjab, spanning over 11 years, marks him as one of the
longest-serving chief ministers in the province’s history. During this period, he initiated numerous development
projects that substantially improved Punjab’s infrastructure and public services. Notable contributions include:

. Infrastructure Development: Shahbaz led the construction of several flyovers, road networks, and transit
systems, including the Lahore Metrobus, Rawalpindi-Islamabad Metrobus, and the Orange Line (Lahore Metro).

. Education: He launched initiatives such as the Danish School system, the Punjab Educational Endowment
Fund, and the Chief Minister Laptop Scheme to enhance access to quality education.

. Power Projects: To address the energy crisis, Shahbaz initiated projects like the Nandipur Power Project and
the Quaid-e-Azam Solar Park.

. Health and Safety: He established the Dolphin Force and the Safe Cities Project to bolster security and law
enforcement. His efforts during the dengue outbreak in Punjab were also widely commended.

PRIME MINISTERIAL TENURE

Although brief, Shahbaz Sharif’s tenure as Prime Minister was characterized by a continued focus on development
and governance. He underscored the importance of maintaining robust ties with the military and securing
international financial support to stabilize Pakistan’s economy. His administration also concentrated on enhancing
relations with key international partners, including the United States and China.



Challenges and Controversies: Despite his accomplishments, Shahbaz Sharif’s career has not been devoid of
controversy. He has faced allegations of nepotism, misuse of authority, and corruption in various development
projects. Incidents such as the Model Town incident and other corruption investigations have also marred his political
legacy.

Impact on Pakistan’s Foreign Relations: During his tenure as Prime Minister, Shahbaz Sharif made significant
efforts to shape Pakistan’s foreign relations. Key aspects include:

. Strengthening Ties with China: Shahbaz emphasized the importance of Pakistan-China friendship,
considering it crucial for regional stability. He worked on enhancing collaboration in sectors such as information
technology, artificial intelligence, and modern agriculture. The China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) remained
a cornerstone of this relationship, with efforts to upgrade and expand it.

. Relations with the United States: Shahbaz aimed to maintain strong ties with the United States while
balancing Pakistan’s strategic interests. His administration sought to secure international financial support to stabilize
Pakistan’s economy.

. Engagement with Saudi Arabia: Shahbaz prioritized strengthening relations with Saudi Arabia. His visits
aimed to restore confidence and secure economic aid to address Pakistan’s financial challenges, including seeking
additional foreign aid packages to stabilize domestic markets and increase foreign exchange reserves.

. Challenges with India: The relationship with India remained strained during Shahbaz’s tenure, with
geopolitical tensions and historical conflicts posing ongoing challenges.

. Economic Diplomacy: A notable shift in Pakistan’s foreign policy under Shahbaz was the emphasis on
economic diplomacy. The administration focused on attracting international investment and cultivating economic
ties, recognizing the interconnectedness of economic stability and foreign relations.

Approach to Regional Security Challenges
Shahbaz Sharif’s approach to regional security challenges involved several key measures:

. Counterterrorism Efforts: Shahbaz emphasized counterterrorism and sought regional cooperation to
address the threat of militancy. At the Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO) summit, he highlighted the issue
of terrorism and called for collective efforts to counter militant groups. He also urged the interim Afghan government
to prevent the use of Afghan soil for terrorist attacks against other states.

. Long-term Solutions for Peace: Shahbaz advocated for addressing the root causes of conflicts and pursuing
conflict prevention strategies. He called for developing long-term solutions to ensure lasting peace and prosperity in
the region. His administration focused on enhancing regional connectivity and promoting peace, security, and
stability through confidence-building measures.

. Engagement with Regional Organizations: Shahbaz actively engaged with regional organizations like the
Conference on Interaction and Confidence Building Measures in Asia (CICA) to strengthen regional cooperation.
He reaffirmed Pakistan’s support for CICA’s core objectives and strongly desired enhanced regional connectivity.

. Bilateral Relations with Afghanistan: Managing the relationship with the Taliban regime in Afghanistan
was a significant challenge during Shahbaz’s tenure. His administration struggled to convince the Afghan Taliban to
disallow militant groups like the Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan (TTP) from operating against Pakistan. Despite these
challenges, he continued to push for regional pressure on the Afghan Taliban to contain TTP.

CONCLUSION

In conclusion, Mian Shahbaz Sharif’s role in Pakistan’s development is a testament to his dedication and
administrative capabilities. His efforts in infrastructure, education, and energy projects have left a lasting impact on
the country’s progress. However, the controversies surrounding his career highlight the complexities and challenges
of political leadership in Pakistan. His approach to regional security challenges involved counterterrorism efforts,
advocating for long-term peace solutions, engaging with regional organizations, and managing complex bilateral
relations with neighbouring countries.



